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TGC 14 Workshop: Theology Matters 
1 Peter 2:1-10, Growing in Christ 

 
Systematic theology synthesizes the diverse truths in God’s Word and the Christian faith 

and organizes them into themes and doctrines. Systematic theology often seeks to 
answer questions like, “What is God like?” or “How does God save?” In this way it 

underscores the unity of Scripture and the consistency of God’s character. 
 

Biblical theology emphasizes God’s progressive revelation of himself and his salvation 
across redemptive history to show how his purposes culminate in Jesus Christ. Often 

Biblical theology either focuses on the distinct contribution of one book/portion of the 
Bible along these lines or traces a particular theme’s trajectory across the Scriptures. 

 
 

Personal growth in Christ as God’s beloved daughter (vv 1-3) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Corporate growth in Christ as God’s special dwelling place  (vv 4-10) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Garden of Eden 

Tabernacle 
Temple 

- - - - - - - - - 
Jesus Christ 

God’s people (the church of Christ) 
- - - - - - - - - 

New Heavens and New Earth 
 
 

In Christ you are God’s beloved daughter and part of God’s beloved church. 
We belong to God and to one another to declare God’s character and work in his world.  
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Old Testament Quotations and Allusions in 1 Peter 2:1-10 
Quotations 

Isaiah 28:16 (1 Peter 2:6) 
• Context in Isaiah: The prophet preaches against those leaders of Jerusalem who rely 

on political alliances with neighboring countries to protect them rather than 
trusting God’s word about his salvation. God is the one who lays a foundation in 
Zion—a stone, a tested stone—and only those who believe God rather than 
standing on human schemes will be safe from coming judgment. 

 
Psalm 118:22 (1 Peter 2:7) 

• Context in Psalm 118: The psalmist praises God for his nearness to rescue him in 
times of need. In the midst of recounting God’s salvation, he celebrates God’s 
goodness to take the seemingly worthless—like a stone rejected by builders—and 
make it his cornerstone. Probably the psalmist refers to God’s dealings with the 
nation of Israel to bring salvation through them though they were weak numerically 
and with regard to righteousness (and other nations deemed them worthless). 

 
Isaiah 8:14 (1 Peter 2:8) 

• Context in Isaiah: God warned the prophet against walking in the ways of the people 
around him who feared everyone and everything other than God. Isaiah must honor 
God as holy and trust God’s promises of future deliverance. God would be a 
sanctuary to those who feared him, but to those in Israel who rejected him he would 
be a stone of offense and a rock of stumbling that would break them. 

 
Allusions (some of them) 

Psalm 34:8 (1 Peter 2:3) 
• Context in Psalm 34: David celebrates God’s goodness to protect him in the midst of 

great danger. The one who takes refuge in God for salvation is blessed. 
 
Exodus 19:5-6 (1 Peter 2:9) 

• Context in Exodus: God set the Hebrews free from slavery in Egypt so that they 
could worship him and enjoy the privileges of being his special people. He brought 
them to Mount Sinai to declare his intentions to/for them before sealing the 
covenant. If they obeyed his covenant, they would be his treasured possession, his 
kingdom of priests, and his holy nation. 

• Isaiah 43:20-21: God will restore his chosen people so they will declare his praise. 
 
Hosea 1:6-11; 2:23 (1 Peter 2:10) 

• Context in Hosea: God commands Hosea to name two of his children “No Mercy” and 
“Not My People” as signs to Israel that God was withdrawing his favor from them 
on account of their covenant infidelity. However God later announced the good 
news to Hosea that he would restore his people by making a new covenant with 
them. In that day, God says, “I will have mercy on No Mercy, and I will say to Not 
My People, ‘You are my people’; and he shall say, ‘You are my God.’” 

 
Perhaps shocking his original readers, Peter applies metaphors previously reserved 
for the nation of Israel to the church of Christ (comprised of Jews and Gentiles). 
God’s full salvation through Christ fulfills God’s restoration promises to Israel. 
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A Few Introductory Resources for You 
 

Alistair Begg and Sinclair B. Ferguson. Name Above All Names. Wheaton: Crossway, 
2013. 

Begg and Ferguson celebrate the Person and work of Jesus Christ according to seven 
Biblical themes, such as “Jesus Christ, the Son of Man.” They strengthen our 
understanding of how Jesus fulfills God’s Old Testament promises. 
 

Gregory Beale, A New Testament Biblical Theology: The Unfolding of the Old Testament in 
the New. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2011. 
 Beale’s work is dense, but he gives wonderful insights that will challenge and refresh. 
 
Louis Berkhof, Manual of Christian Doctrine. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998. 

First published in 1933, this book succinctly lays out basic Christian doctrine. 
 
D. A. Carson (ever heard of him?), The God Who is There: Finding Your Place in God’s 
Story. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2010. 

If you need a Bible overview, Carson’s work deepens our appreciation for the whole of 
Scripture by evaluating its parts. He has also written a Leader’s Guide for this book, so 
that it makes a great small group resource. 

 
Graeme Goldsworthy, According to Plan: The Unfolding Revelation of God in the Bible. 
Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 2002. 

Goldsworthy lays out basic principles to interpret the Scriptures in light of God 
progressively revealing his redemptive purposes across history. This work provides 
solid footing for further study in biblical theology, including Goldsworthy’s Christ-
Centered Biblical Theology: Hermeneutical Foundations and Principles. 
 

Michael Horton, The Christian Faith: A Systematic Theology For Pilgrims On The Way. 
Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2011. 

Although quite lengthy, Horton’s work is a solid and current resource. He includes 
discussion questions for each chapter, and within a small group you could take one 
chapter a week for about eight months to fortify your group’s theological framework. 

 
J. I. Packer, Concise Theology. Wheaton: Tyndale House, 1993. 

Packer whets our appetites with a highly condensed presentation of about one hundred 
topics/doctrines. This book is a very basic resource for theology. 

 
Vaughan Roberts, God’s Big Picture: Tracing the Storyline of the Bible. Nottingham: IVP, 
2002. 

Roberts’ very brief book provides a bird’s eye view of God’s story of redemption, and it 
includes Bible study questions within each chapter. 

 
Geerhardus Vos, Biblical Theology: Old and New Testaments. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 
1948. 

Many biblical theologians note their indebtedness to Vos for this work in which he 
traces God’s progressive revelation.  

 
New Studies in Biblical Theology is an important series that covers many biblical 
theological themes and Bible books (Dr. Carson edits this series). 


